
April 15th, 2008 
 
The Honorable Susan Golding, Chair 
MLPA Initiative Blue Ribbon Task Force 
c/o California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
  
Dear Mayor Golding and fellow BRTF Members: 
 
  
I am writing on behalf of the Board of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
and its 3,800 members.  
We support the network of marine protected areas in Package 4 for the North 
Central Coast Region of the Marine Life Protection Act. I ask you to select 
Package 4 as your preferred alternative. Package 4 gets the highest marks from 
scientists, provides the highest level of protection to special places along the 
coast, and enjoys support from a wide range of interests.  
  
Marine protected areas, especially fully protected marine reserves, are an 
investment in the future health of our coastal waters. Scientific studies confirm 
that marine reserves harbor more and bigger fish and support a greater diversity 
of life than other areas. Healthy oceans support our coastal communities and our 
economy. These underwater state parks and wilderness sites will help protect 
diverse habitats and let fish and marine wildlife thrive.   
 
Our members are highly educated, highly mobile, and affluent supporters of 
wildlife, local parks, regional wilderness, state parks, and our national wildlife 
refuges. A strong network of reserves will be attractive to Californians for 
adventure travel and leisure and will result in a tremendous revenue stream to 
the businesses and communities that serve the north-central coastline of 
California.  My experiences in birding the coastline from Santa Cruz to Arcata, 
has had me using motels, restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, bed and 
breakfast operations, and paying state and national park user fees. I am the rule, 
not the exception.   
 
We encourage the task force to consider that factoring the needs of birds, marine 
mammals, and other wildlife in the marine protected areas planning as an 
important part of ecosystem management and should be considered carefully 
before a final proposal is put forward. We also encourage the task force to look at 
what more can be done for protecting the areas along our coast that are needed 
for birds to forage, raft, roost, and breed.  We are concerned that the needs of 
threatened and endangered species of birds, such as Marbled Murrelets, have 
not been adequately included in the MPA proposals and should be in any final 
version. And lastly, Bolinas Lagoon should be considered for MPA protection. 



The Bolinas Lagoon exclusion is an oversight that should be rectified in any final 
version. 
 
Please give California the strongest possible legacy of ocean protection by 
recommending Package 4. 
  
Thank you for helping protect California’s oceans for future generations! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Bob Power, Executive Director 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
 


